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Hardus Groenewald and Gottfried Rautenbach started the website Twag that will provide pupils with educational material and study tips.
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Online tutor teaches pupils
in their mother tongue
LALI VAN ZUYDAM
“EDUCATION is the most powerful
weapon you can use to change the
world.”.
Two young entrepreneurs from the
city have taken Nelson Mandela’s
words to heart and started their own
business that will provide online educational material and study tips to
pupils from Grades 1 to 12 and eventually to students for their tertiary
studies.
Twenty-four-year-old Gottfried
Rautenbach and Hardus Groenewald,
both audit clerks in the city, have been
friends since they attended Afrikaans
Hoër Seunskool together.
“We want to make a positive
impact on the world,” Rautenbach
said, adding they were using their
own capital to fund their business.
They had been toying with the idea
of starting a business and have managed to set up the Twag website in the
past two weeks and registered the
business within the past month.
A combination of the words

“tutor” and “swag”, the website Twag
will provide users with 10-minute
tutorial videos and presentations
explaining concepts in all subjects –
from accounting to chemistry and
biology – as outlined in the Department of Basic Education’s syllabuses.
Users buy the videos for R20 each
and they then have unlimited access
to the video they purchased.
“We want pupils to be able to go
online and find a video that can
explain subjects and concepts they
struggle with in their mother tongue,”
Rautenbach said.
The website will by no means
replace formal classes, but will supplement the syllabuses as prescribed by
the department.
“We want pupils to use the website
for their specific needs. If you struggle, you can use it to do better. If you
want to get distinctions, use it to
improve your marks even more,”
Rautenbach said.
The first videos for accounting and
science in Afrikaans were uploaded
on Wednesday and more will follow

soon. “From here we hope the amount
of videos we upload will expand exponentially,” Groenewald said.
The pair have big dreams and
hope to provide videos for all subjects
in all the most-used languages in the
country.
“We believe in mother-tongue education,” he said, adding new videos for
each language would be uploaded
rather than using subtitles for existing videos.
They also hope to later create a
platform where pupils and students
can advertise and sell their secondhand textbooks.
They also aim to add an application
where pupils can design their examination timetable.
The website will soon have a suggestion box where pupils can request
educational material according to
their needs.
“We have so many ideas but we
cannot do it all at once,” Groenewald
said.
For now, there are six tutors working on videos and the pair meet with

teachers and tutors daily to commission videos for the website.
“The teachers get paid as their
videos are purchased and watched,”
Rautenbach said.
The pair want to expand their services to areas with limited internet
access and informal settlements.
They urge corporate companies to
invest their social responsibility in
their website to make it more accessible to people in rural areas.
This is why they created a mobile
site for the website so students and
pupils can access it on their cellphones.
“We are really passionate about
this and even though it’s hard work we
enjoy it,” Rautenbach said.
Rautenbach and Groenewald hope
to engage the Department of Basic
Education.
“In the end we have the same goal
as the department. We can help each
other,” he said.
For more information visit
www.twag.co.za. Twag can be found
on Facebook and Twitter as well.

Haigh’s helping hand in
returning art is honoured

Bruce Haigh, left, a former Australian diplomat to South Africa, was honoured for
his contribution to repatriating South African art at a function hosted by Dr Anna
Mokgokong, acting chairwoman of the Ifa Lethu Foundation, and its CEO, Dr
Narissa Ramdhani, right. With them is artist David Phoshoko.

ARTISTS play an important part in
telling the story of society and it was
thanks to an eclectic group of activists
that much of the work of many black
South African artists during apartheid survived to be part of the tale.
Among this group was Bruce
Haigh, an Australian diplomat serving as second secretary in Pretoria
during the late 1970s.
Through his appreciation of township art and spirited action in defiance of the government of the time,
Haig supported, exhibited, collected
and eventually helped bring back
home to South Africa, as promised, his
own collection of 17 South African
works.
Haigh, who counted among his
friends during his stint in South
Africa activists and journalists,
including Steve Biko and Donald
Woods – whom he famously helped to

Gays to prove persecution for EU asylum
GAYS and lesbians from nations that
have criminalised their sexual orientation can be granted refuge in the EU,
but only if they are demonstratively
persecuted, a top EU lawyer has recommended.
Homosexuality is officially a crime
in 38 countries in sub-Saharan Africa,
according to human rights organisation Amnesty International.
Many African leaders say homosexuality is foreign to the continent
and dismiss homosexuals as being
“un-African”.
Gays and lesbians living in Africa
routinely face discrimination and
sometimes violence and in some countries the death penalty has been
floated as an option for punishment.

The three gay men involved in the
EU case stem from Sierra Leone,
Uganda and Senegal – all countries
where homosexual acts have been
declared illegal and punishable with
long jail sentences.
They applied for refugee status in
the Netherlands, but the country’s
ministry for immigration and asylum
declined their request and in a later
appeal suggested that homosexuals
can exercise “restraint” so that they
are not persecuted.
The Dutch Council of State turned
to the European Court of Justice for
help in interpreting EU law.
Advocate-General Eleanor Sharpston rejected the restraint argument
and found that homosexuals could be

considered “a particular social
group”, which under EU law was eligible for refugee status if there was “a
well-founded fear of being persecuted” back home.
She also warned, however, that
“the criminalisation of homosexual
activity does not constitute an act of
persecution,” the Luxembourg-based
court said.
National authorities must assess
whether the judicial procedures and
“social practices” facing an individual
would amount to “a severe violation of
human rights,” it noted.
The judges at the top EU court will
have the final say on the matter, but
they generally follow the advice of
their advocates-general. – Sapa-dpa

escape from South Africa – was instrumental in setting up the Ifa Lethu
Foundation which has successfully
found and repatriated more than 400
art works taken out of the country
during apartheid.
Speaking at an event in Pretoria to
honour Haigh and celebrate the success of the foundation, its acting
chairwoman Dr Anna Mokgokong
said the collection had been exhibited
widely, most recently at the Saison
South Africa in France.
Ifa Lethu has also been successful
in using the arts to train and create
jobs, especially in rural areas.
From a small start with a development project in Mamelodi, Ifa Lethu
was today the largest development
organisation in the heritage sector,
having trained more than 2 000 young
people as creative entrepreneurs, she
said. – Staff Reporter

Gary Player strips
to fight obesity
SOUTH African golf star Gary Player
has explained that his decision to pose
nude for a magazine at the age of 77
was to make people aware of obesity,
the Sunday Times reported.
“People who are my age, they’re
dead,” Player told the newspaper, suggesting obesity shortened life spans.
Player’s photograph – in which he
is seen in a long-shot profile holding
up a giant golf ball – was published in
the American magazine ESPN’s
annual Body Issue.
“If I can encourage today’s youth to
focus on health and fitness, I will
count that as a great victory,” Player
told the Sunday Times. – Sapa

